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WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving
and God-Protected Parish of Saints Peter and Paul!
A Parish of the UOC of the USA and the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended
to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved
parishioners who are participating in today's Divine
Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If
you are with us for the first time, PLEASE intfroduce
yourself to Father Yurii — he is looking forward to
meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call
Father Yurii with any questions and let him know
what is going on in your life, especially if you need
spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find peace
and comfort in Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Orthodox Church. You are very welcome to come
every Sunday and on feast days, make yourself at
home, and to become a part of our parish family.
Through vyour prayers and dedication of time,
talents, and donations, this can become a reality in
all faith and love.

JUNE 17
2025

CONTACT
Father Yurii Bobko, Pastor Parish Board President:
Cell phone: 908-458-2076 Mqrio .Corbin
Tel: 724-287-4448(Church) ChOIF_DIreCTor:
Lydia Rudolf

Tel: 724-282-6190 (Hall)
http://www.orthodoxlyndora.org/

SUNDAY, June 1
Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical
Council
St. Nicetas of Chalcedon
Epistle Reading: 20:16-18, 28-36;
Gospel Reading: John 17:1-13
Divine Liturgy - 9:30

Saturday, June 7

Great Vespers
Feast of Pentecost - 6:30 pm

Sunday, June 8
PENTECOST
Epistle Reading: Acts 2:1-11
Gospel Reading: John 7:37-52,8-12
Divine Liturgy - 9:30

Sunday, June 15
ALL SAINTS
Epistle Reading: Heb 11:33-40; 12:1-2
Gospel Reading: Matt 10:32-33; 37-38;
19:27-30
Divine Liturgy - 9:30

Thursday, June 22
REGIONAL ALL SAINTS
Epistle Reading: Rom 2:10-16
Gospel Reading: Matt 4:18-23 Vesperal
Divine Liturgy - 9:30




SAINTS PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX PARISH

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 20:16-18, 28-36

IN THOSE DAYS, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesos, so that he might
not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible,
on the day of Pentecost. And from Miletos he sent to Ephesos and called to him
the elders of the church. And when they came to him, he said to them: "Take heed
to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers,
to care for the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. |

. know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing
the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away
the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years | did not cease night
or day to admonish every one with tears. And now | commend you to God and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are
sanctified. | coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands
ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. In all things | have shown you that
by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 'it is
more blessed to give than to receive.'" And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed
with them all.

The Gospel According to Mark 15:43-47; 16:1-8

At that time, Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour
has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given
him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.
And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. | glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work
which you gave me to do; and now, Father, you glorify me in your own presence
with the glory which | had with you before the world was made.

"l have manifested your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world; yours they
were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything
that you have given me is from you; for | have given them the words which you gave me, and
they have received them and know in truth that | came from you; and they have believed that you
did send me. | am praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have
given me, for they are mine; all mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | am glorified in them.
And now | am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are




one. While | was with them, | kept them in your name, which you have given me; | have guarded
them, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But
now | am coming to you; and these things | speak in the world, that they may have my joy
fulfilled in themselves."

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
All the citizens and residents of Ukraine, Sherry, Halyna, Patricia Prokopchak, Patricia
Hnatko, Maria Corbin, Stanley, pani Lilia, Jean Markiw, Debbie, Wesly, Cindy,
Christine, Denny Zymboly, Ruth Dally, Philip, Eric, Carl, Kayden, Rose, Dorothy Cygan,
Helen, Fr. Vasyl, Mary-Ann, Payton, Anthony, Tina, Mykola, Stella, Maksymko, Fr. Yurii,
Maria, Fr. Jakiw, Fr. George, Volodymyr, Alexandr, Vincent, John, Frank, Rowena,

June 1% Potluck, please join us for our monthly Potluck and bring a dish to share.
June 8" — Appreciation lunch.
June 15" — coffee hour organized by Pani Olha.

Volunteer Appreciation Lunch & Mother’s/Father’s Day Celebration — June 8"

Please join us on Sunday, June 8th, following the Divine Liturgy for a special Appreciation
Lunch in honor of all our dedicated volunteers, as well as in celebration of Mother’s and
Father’s Day. This event is a heartfelt thank you to those who have given their time, effort, and
love in service to our parish community. We are also delighted to recognize the mothers and
fathers whose presence and support continue to inspire and strengthen our church family.

Enjoy a delicious catered meal and the fellowship of our parish as we express our deep gratitude

for all you do.

Church Mortgage Payment

Dear Church Family,

Over the past few years, we have faithfully worked together to pay down the mortgage on our
church. Through your generous giving and steadfast commitment, we’ve come a long way — and
now, we are almost there!

As of today, we have $12,863 left to pay. Let’s join together and give generously to help us
pay off this remaining balance as soon as possible. Every contribution, large or small, brings us one



step closer to being debt-free and able to invest even more into the ministry and mission God has
called us to.

If you’ve been a part of this journey, thank you! If you’re able to contribute now, we invite you
to be part of this final push. Please prayerfully consider making a one-time gift or continuing your
support toward this goal. Let’s finish this together and rejoice in what God is doing through our
united efforts!

78th Annual UOL Convention!

The 78th Annual Ukrainian Orthodox League Convention (UOL) will take place from
July 23-27, 2025, in Tampa, Florida. This event offers a wonderful opportunity for spiritual
enrichment, fellowship, and engaging discussions on the future of our Church. A full schedule of
sessions, worship services, and enjoyable activities is planned for all delegates and guests.
Registration is now open, and hotel accommodations are available at a special rate of $139 per
night for single or double occupancy until June 23, 2025. For more information and to register,
please visit the official UOL website:

Camping Program

As we look ahead to the summer months, we offer a reminder about the upcoming camping
programs available at All Saint’s Camp this summer. All the necessary information and
applications for campers and staff can be found online at www.uocyouth.org. Let us join together
in continuing to support the Ministry of All Saints Camp!

Dear brothers and sisters, we are still gathering the contribution for help in Ukraine. If you
would like to send your contribution, you could send the check to our parish of Ss. Peter and Paul
and made it Payable to the Ss. Peter and Paul UOCOFUSA. Please, write on the check “Help
Ukraine”. Thank you all so much for your support and help! We encourage everyone to continue
to give generously to our Capital Improvement Fund as we continue to work on different projects
of maintaining and updating our Parish buildings.

PARISH CELEBRATION AND REMEMBRANCE

From the bottom of Ss. Peter and Paul parish family heart we wish Barb Lesney
(June 2nd), Antoinette Kennedy (June 5%), Lovie Tymkiw (June 26%), Sheryl Henricks
(June 2é6th). Happy Birthday! May God's awesome blessings be upon you this day and
for the Future years ahead for many happy and blessed years!


https://uolofusa.org/uolconventions?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Fathers of the 1st Council

On the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we commemorate the holy God-
bearing Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council.

The Commemoration of the First Ecumenical Council has been
celebrated by the Church of Christ from ancient times. The Lord Jesus Christ left
the Church a great promise, “I will build My Church, and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it” (Mt. 16:18). Although the Church of Christ on earth will
pass through difficult struggles with the Enemy of salvation, it will emerge
victorious. The holy martyrs bore witness to the truth of the Savior’s words, enduring suffering and
death for confessing Christ, but the persecutor’s sword is shattered by the Cross of Christ.

Persecution of Christians ceased during the fourth century, but heresies arose within the
Church itself. One of the most pernicious of these heresies was Arianism. Arius, a priest of
Alexandria, was a man of immense pride and ambition. In denying the divine nature of Jesus Christ
and His equality with God the Father, Arius falsely taught that the Savior is not consubstantial with
the Father, but is only a created being.

A local Council, convened with Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria presiding, condemned
the false teachings of Arius. However, Arius would not submit to the authority of the Church. He
wrote to many bishops, denouncing the decrees of the local Council. He spread his false teaching
throughout the East, receiving support from certain Eastern bishops.

Investigating these dissentions, the holy emperor Constantine (May 21) consulted Bishop
Hosius of Cordova (Aug. 27), who assured him that the heresy of Arius was directed against the
most fundamental dogma of Christ’s Church, and so he decided to convene an Ecumenical Council.
In the year 325, 318 bishops representing Christian Churches from various lands gathered together
at Nicea.

Among the assembled bishops were many confessors who had suffered during the
persecutions, and who bore the marks of torture upon their bodies. Also participating in the Council
were several great luminaries of the Church: Saint Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia
(December 6 and May 9), Saint Spyridon, Bishop of Tremithos (December 12), and others
venerated by the Church as holy Fathers.

With Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria came his deacon, Athanasius [who later became
Patriarch of Alexandria (May 2 and January 18)]. He is called “the Great,” for he was a zealous
champion for the purity of Orthodoxy. In the Sixth Ode of the Canon for today’s Feast, he is referred
to as “the thirteenth Apostle.”



The emperor Constantine presided over the sessions of the Council. In his speech,
responding to the welcome by Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea, he said, “God has helped me cast
down the impious might of the persecutors, but more distressful for me than any blood spilled in
battle is for a soldier, is the internal strife in the Church of God, for it is more ruinous.”

Arius, with seventeen bishops among his supporters, remained arrogant, but his teaching
was repudiated and he was excommunicated from the Church. In his speech, the holy deacon
Athanasius conclusively refuted the blasphemous opinions of Arius. The heresiarch Arius is
depicted in iconography sitting on Satan’s knees, or in the mouth of the Beast of the Deep (Rev.
13).

The Fathers of the Council declined to accept a Symbol of Faith (Creed) proposed by the
Avrians. Instead, they affirmed the Orthodox Symbol of Faith. Saint Constantine asked the Council
to insert into the text of the Symbol of Faith the word “consubstantial,” which he had heard in the
speeches of the bishops. The Fathers of the Council unanimously accepted this suggestion.

In the Nicean Creed, the holy Fathers set forth and confirmed the Apostolic teachings about
Christ’s divine nature. The heresy of Arius was exposed and repudiated as an error of haughty
reason. After resolving this chief dogmatic question, the Council also issued Twelve Canons on
guestions of churchly administration and discipline. Also decided was the date for the celebration
of Holy Pascha. By decision of the Council, Holy Pascha should not be celebrated by Christians on
the same day with the Jewish Passover, but on the first Sunday after the first full moon of the vernal
equinox (which occured on March 22 in 325).

Troparion — Tone 8

You are most glorious, O Christ our God! / You have established the Holy Fathers as lights
on the earth! / Through them you have guided us to the true faith! / O greatly Compassionate
One, glory to You!

Kontakion — Tone 8

The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ doctrines have established one faith for the
Church. / Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from heavenly theology, / it defines and glorifies
the great mystery of Orthodoxy!



Volume Il — Worship, The Church Year
Pentecost: The Descent of the Holy Spirit

In the Old Testament Pentecost was the feast which occurred fifty days
after Passover. As the passover feast celebrated the exodus of the Israelites
from the slavery of Egypt, so Pentecost celebrated God’s gift of the ten
commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai.

In the new covenant of the Messiah, the passover event takes on its new
meaning as the celebration of Christ’s death and resurrection, the “exodus”
of men from this sinful world to the Kingdom of God. And in the New
Testament as well, the pentecostal feast is fulfilled and made new by the
coming of the “new law,” the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of Christ.

When the day of Pentecost had come they were all together in one place. And suddenly a
sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were
sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed as resting upon each one of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit . . . (Acts 2.1-4).

The Holy Spirit that Christ had promised to his disciples came on the day of Pentecost (Jn
14.26, 15.26; Lk 24.49; Acts 1.5). The apostles received “the power from on high,” and they began
to preach and bear witness to Jesus as the risen Christ, the King and the Lord. This moment has
traditionally been called the birthday of the Church.

In the liturgical services of the feast of Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit is celebrated
together with the full revelation of the divine Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The fullness of
the Godhead is manifested with the Spirit’s coming to man, and the Church hymns celebrate this
manifestation as the final act of God’s self-disclosure and self-donation to the world of His creation.
For this reason Pentecost Sunday is also called Trinity Day in the Orthodox tradition. Often on this
day the icon of the Holy Trinity—particularly that of the three angelic figures who appeared to
Abraham, the forefather of the Christian faith—is placed in the center of the church. This icon is
used with the traditional pentecostal icon which shows the tongues of fire hovering over Mary and
the Twelve Apostles, the original prototype of the Church, who are themselves sitting in unity
surrounding a symbolic image of “cosmos,” the world.

On Pentecost we have the final fulfillment of the mission of Jesus Christ and the first
beginning of the messianic age of the Kingdom of God mystically present in this world in the
Church of the Messiah. For this reason the fiftieth day stands as the beginning of the era which is
beyond the limitations of this world, fifty being that number which stands for eternal and heavenly
fulfillment in Jewish and Christian mystical piety: seven times seven, plus one.



Thus, Pentecost is called an apocalyptic day, which means the day of final revelation. It is
also called an eschatological day, which means the day of the final and perfect end (in Greek
eschaton means the end). For when the Messiah comes and the Lord’s Day is at hand, the “last
days” are inaugurated in which “God declares: . .. I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.”; This
is the ancient prophecy to which the Apostle Peter refers in the first sermon of the Christian Church
which was preached on the first Sunday of Pentecost (Acts 2: 1 7; Joel 2: 28-32).

Once again it must be noted that the feast of Pentecost is not simply the celebration of an
event which took place centuries ago. It is the celebration of what must happen and does happen to
us in the Church today. We all have died and risen with the Messiah-King, and we all have received
his Most Holy Spirit. We are the “temples of the Holy Spirit.” God’s Spirit dwells in us (Rom 8; 1
Cor 2-3, 12; 2 Cor 3; Gal 5; Eph 2-3). We, by our own membership in the Church, have received
“the seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit” in the sacrament of chrismation. Pentecost has happened to
us.

The Divine Liturgy of Pentecost recalls our baptism into Christ with the verse from Galatians
again replacing the Thrice-Holy Hymn. Special verses from the psalms also replace the usual
antiphonal psalms of the liturgy. The epistle and gospel readings tell of the Spirit’s coming to men.
The kontakion sings of the reversal of Babel as God unites the nations into the unity of his Spirit.
The troparion proclaims the gathering of the whole universe into God’s net through the work of the
inspired apostles. The hymns “O Heavenly King” and “We have seen the True Light” are sung for
the first time since Easter, calling the Holy Spirit to “come and abide in us,” and proclaiming that
“we have received the heavenly Spirit.” The church building is decorated with flowers and the
green leaves of the summer to show that God’s divine Breath comes to renew all creation as the
“life-creating Spirit.” In Hebrew the word for Spirit, breath and wind is the same word, ruah.

Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise by sending
down upon them the Holy Spirit: through them Thou didst draw the world into Thy net. O Lover of
Man, Glory to Thee (Troparion).

When the Most High came down and confused the tongues, he divided the nations. But when
he distributed the tongues of fire, he called all to unity. Therefore, with one voice, we glorify the
All-Holy Spirit! (Kontakion). The Great Vespers of Pentecost evening features three long prayers
at which the faithful kneel for the first time since Easter. The Monday after Pentecost is the feast
of the Holy Spirit in the Orthodox Church, and the Sunday after Pentecost is the feast of All Saints.
This is the logical liturgical sequence since the coming of the Holy Spirit is fulfilled in men by their
becoming saints, and this is the very purpose of the creation and salvation of the world. “Thus says
the Lord: Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I your God am holy” (Lev 11.44-45, 1
Pet 1.15-16).



