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WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving
and God-Protected Parish of Saints Peter and Paul!
A Parish of the UOC of the USA and the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended
to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved
parishioners who are participating in today's Divine
Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If
you are with us for the first time, PLEASE infroduce
yourself to Father Yurii — he is looking forward to
meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call
Father Yurii with any questions and let him know
what is going on in your life, especially if you need
spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find peace
and comfort in Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Orthodox Church. You are very welcome to come
every Sunday and on feast days, make yourself at
home, and to become a part of our parish family.
Through your prayers and dedication of time,
talents, and donations, this can become a reality in
all faith and love.

SEPTEMBER 7"
2025

Sunday, September 7
BIRTH OF THEOTOKOS
Epistle Reading: Phil 2:5-11;
Gospel Reading: Lk 10:38-42,11:27
Divine Liturgy - 9:30

Saturday, September 13
Great Vespers
(Exaltation of the Cross)
6:30 pm

Sunday, September 14
CROSS ELEVATION
Epistle Reading: 1 Cor 1:18-24
Gospel Reading: Jn 19:6-11,13-20, 25-35
Divine Liturgy - 9:30

Sunday, September 21
Apostle Quadratus (of 70)
Epistle Reading: 2Cor 4:6-15
Gospel Reading: 22:35-46
Divine Liturgy - 9:30

CONTACT

Father Yurii Bobko, Pastor

Cell phone: 908-458-2076

Tel: 724-287-4448(Church)

Tel: 724-282-6190 (Hall)
http://www.orthodoxlyndora.org/

Parish Board President:
Maria Corbin

Choir Director:

Lydia Rudolf




SAINTS PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX PARISH

The reading is from the St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 1:18-24

Brethren, the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will thwart." Where is the
wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we

| preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom,
but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

The Gospel According to John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30

At that time, when the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried
out, "Crucify him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and
crucify him, for I find no crime in him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law,
and by that law he ought to die, because he has made himself the Son of God."

When Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid; he entered the
praetorium again and said to Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave no
answer. Pilate therefore said to him, "You will not speak to me? Do you not know

— that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him,
"You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore he who
delivered me to you has the greater sin." When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and
sat down on the judgment seat at a place called the Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it
was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, "Behold
your King!" They cried out, "Away with him, away with him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them,
"Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar." Then he
handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own
cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha. There they
crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also
wrote a title and put it on the cross; it read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." Many of the
Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in
Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.




But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved
standing near, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold your son!" Then he said to the disciple,
"Behold your mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. Then when Jesus
had received the vinegar, he said, "It is finished"; and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
All the citizens and residents of Ukraine, Maria Corbin, Mary McCarthy, Lovie Tymkiv,
Paftricia Prokopchak, Patricia Hnatko, Sherry, Rowena, Halyna, Stanley, pani Lilia,
Debbie, Wesly, Cindy, Christine, Denny Zymboly, Ruth Dally, Philip, Eric, Carl, Kayden,
Rose, Dorothy Cygan, Helen, Fr. Vasyl, Mary-Ann, Payton, Anthony, Tina, Mykola,
Stella, Maksymko, Fr. Yurii, Maria, Fr. Jakiw, Fr. George, Volodymyr, Alexandr, Vincent,

September 7" — Potluck, bring a dish to share.
September 9" — meeting of Christian Fellowship of Ss. Peter and Paul!
September 21" — Annual Church Meeting!

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank You

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to everyone who participated in our parish
picnic on Sunday, August 24th, at Alameda Park. It was a joyful day of prayer, fellowship, and
community, made even more special by the many delicious dishes, laughter, and activities shared
by all. Thank you to those who helped with the cooking, set-up, and organization, you made this
gathering a true blessing for our parish family.

Thank You for Supporting Our Dome Painting Project

We are overjoyed to share that the painting of our three church domes has been
successfully completed! The fresh beauty of the domes is not only a blessing to our parish but
also a witness to the presence of God in our community.

This was a significant project, and it could not have been accomplished without the
generosity, prayers, and support of our parish family. Whether through financial contributions,



spreading the word, or offering prayers, each of you played an important role in making this
restoration possible. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for your love and care for the
house of God. May the Lord bless you abundantly for your generosity and devotion.

Annual Parish Meeting:

We are pleased to announce that our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday,
September 21st, following the Divine Liturgy. This is an important opportunity to come together
as a parish to discuss the past year, plan for the future, and address any important matters. Following
the Divine Liturgy, we will have a Potluck luncheon. All are welcome to bring a dish to share as
we enjoy fellowship and a meal together. We look forward to seeing everyone there.

Pirohi Sale Announcement

We are excited to announce that our Pirohi sales will start next week on Friday, September
12th! After a brief summer break, we are eager to get back to making our delicious Pirohi for the
community. As always, we appreciate the hard work of all our volunteers, and we look forward to
seeing everyone back in the kitchen. Please spread the word and mark your calendars!

Since the establishment of our new Ss Peter and Paul Christian fellowship, we have achieved
much together. From organizing events to aiding those in need, and simply coming together as one
family, our efforts have been a testament to our commitment to serving others and glorifying God.
We extend a warm invitation to all to become involved in our organization and contribute to our
shared mission of serving our neighbors for the greater glory of God.

Dear brothers and sisters, we are still gathering the contribution for help in Ukraine. If you
would like to send your contribution, you could send the check to our parish of Ss. Peter and Paul
and made it Payable to the Ss. Peter and Paul UOCOFUSA. Please, write on the check “Help
Ukraine”. Thank you all so much for your support and help! We encourage everyone to continue
to give generously to our Capital Improvement Fund as we continue to work on different projects
of maintaining and updating our Parish buildings.

PARISH CELEBRATION

From the bottom of Ss. Peter and Paul parish family heart we wish Mary
McCarthy (September 4th), Eugene Lesney (September 20t) Happy Birthday! May
God's awesome blessings be upon you this day and for the Future years ahead for
many happy and blessed years!



+ Bartholomew
By the Mercy of God Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome, and Ecumenical Patriarch
Grace, Peace, and Mercy unto the Plenitude of the Church
From the Fashioner of All Creation Our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ

Most honorable brother Hierarchs and blessed children in the Lord,

By the good pleasure of God the giver of all, we
embark today upon a new ecclesiastical year, glorifying His
PATRIARCHAL MESSAGE heavenly name for the uninterrupted and bounteous
HATPIAPHIE 3EPHENHA | fruitfulness of the initiatives of His Holy Great Church in

the field of creation’s protection. The Ecumenical
AN Patriarchate not only highlighted the seriousness of
environmental issues from an early stage, but also focused attention on their foundational causes—
which are inner, spiritual, and moral-—and proposed solutions based on an Orthodox eucharistic

and ascetic ethos.

Orthodoxy, in her faith, divine worship, and witness to the world is, one could say, the eco-
friendly form of Christianity. Thus, the proclamation of the Feast of the Indiction as a day of prayer
for the protection of the natural environment was not merely a reaction to the contemporary
ecological crisis, but a natural extension of the Church’s life as “applied ecology.” From the
beginning, we declared the inseparability of respect for creation and the human person, revealing
the common root and interconnection of environmental and social problems. Alienation from God
breeds a possessive and exploitative attitude and behavior toward creation and fellow human
beings, while life in and according to Christ is a source of environmental sensitivity and
philanthropic action. As the Lord said: “Every good tree bears good fruit, but a corrupt tree bears
evil fruit. A good tree cannot bear evil fruit, and a corrupt tree cannot bear good fruit” (Matthew
7:17-18).

Respect for spiritual values sharpens our discernment of what is good and what must be done.
Indifference toward the Transcendent and the ‘“anthropomonism” that follows lead to the
entrapment of the human being in the earthly, that is, to a shrinking of his freedom into pragmatic
choices and decisions, always intertwined with superficial views of reality and with the
identification of the good with “what happens to be useful.” The timely call for “ecological
repentance”—beyond the call to remorse for the ecological damage already inflicted—and to a
radical change in mindset and behavior toward creation, also points to the need to transcend the
erroneous stance that upholds the view of the environmentally destructive “self-regulating
economy” as the only path to development. This stance further fuels the naive belief in nature’s
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alleged ability to regenerate itself indefinitely, despite the human-induced burdens it suffers, such
as the intensification of climate change and its devastating global consequences. Today, in addition
to all this, is added the pandemonium of war cries, bombings, missiles and explosions, which
drowns out the cry of the innocent victims of merciless violence and the groaning of creation. The
future of life on our planet will either be ecological and peaceful—or nonexistent.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate, alongside its struggle for peace, justice, and solidarity, will
continue to lead in protecting nature, upholding ecological themes as central issues in inter-
Christian and interfaith dialogue, and promoting the significance of Christian eco-friendly
principles and traditions within international institutions, environmental organizations, scientific
foundations, and civil society. We are confident that cooperation in the field of ecology strengthens
our sense of shared responsibility for the future and opens up new and favorable prospects.

Returning to what we stated in a previous Message, we once again call upon the Metropolises
of the Mother Church around the world, parishes, and monasteries to develop coordinated actions
and specific interventions to mobilize the faithful, with emphasis on educating the younger
generation. Applying the ecological implications of our faith in practice is a defining aspect of our
Orthodox identity.

In this spirit, we wish you all a blessed and fruitful ecclesiastical year in good and God-
pleasing works. We call upon the children of the Holy Great Church of Christ across the globe to
live in a true eco-friendly manner and in brotherly love, to pray for creation and for peace, to strive
for the integrity of the natural environment and sustainability, and to cultivate a culture of solidarity.
Through the intercession and protection of the Most Holy Theotokos Pammakaristos, we invoke
upon you the life-giving grace and great mercy of the Almighty Creator and All-Merciful God of
love.

Blessed Ecclesiastical Year, brothers and children in the Lord!
September 1, 2025
T Bartholomew of Constantinople

Fervent supplicant for all before God



The Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross

The pagan Roman Emperors tried to obliterate the holy places where our
Lord Jesus Christ suffered and rose from the dead, so that they would be
forgotten. Emperor Hadrian (117-138) ordered that Golgotha and the Lord's
Sepulchre be buried, and that a temple in honor of the pagan "goddess" Venus
and a statue of Jupiter be placed there.

Pagans gathered at this place and offered sacrifice to idols. Eventually
after 300 years, by Divine Providence, the Christian holy places, the Sepulchre
of the Lord, and the Life-giving Cross, were discovered and opened for
veneration. This took place under Emperor Constantine the Great (306-337)
after his victory over Maxentius (in 312), who ruled the Western part of the
Roman Empire, and over Licinius, the ruler of its Eastern part. In the year 323 Constantine became
the sole ruler of the vast Roman Empire.

In 313 Saint Constantine issued the Edict of Milan, by which Christianity was legalized and
persecutions against Christians in the Western half of the Empire were stopped. Although Licinius
had signed the Edict of Milan in order to oblige Constantine, he continued his cruel persecutions
against Christians. Only after his conclusive defeat did the Edict of Milan extend also to the Eastern
part of the Empire. The Holy Equal of the Apostles Emperor Constantine, triumphing over his
enemies in three wars, with God’s assistance, had seen the Sign of the Cross in the heavens. Written
beneath were the words: “By this you shall conquer.”

Ardently desiring to find the Cross upon which our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, Saint
Constantine sent his mother, the pious Empress Helen (May 21), to Jerusalem, providing her with
a letter to Saint Makarios, the Patriarch of Jerusalem. Saint Helen journeyed to the holy places
connected with the earthly life of the Savior, building more than 80 churches, at Bethlehem the
birthplace of Christ, and on the Mount of Olives where the Lord ascended to Heaven, and at
Gethsemane where the Savior prayed before His sufferings, and where the Mother of God was
buried after her Dormition.

Although the holy Empress Helen was no longer young, she set about completing the task
with enthusiasm. In her search for the Life-giving Cross, she questioned both Christians and Jews,
but for a long time her search remained unsuccessful. Finally, she was directed to a certain elderly
Jew named Jude who stated that the Cross was buried beneath the temple of Venus. They
demolished the pagan temple and, after praying, they began to excavate the ground. Soon the Lord's
Tomb was uncovered. Not far from it were three crosses, and a board with the inscription ordered
by Pilate, and four nails which had pierced the Lord’s Body (March 6).

In order to discover on which of the three crosses the Savior had been crucified, Patriarch
Makarios alternately touched the crosses to a corpse. When the Cross of the Lord touched the dead
man, he was restored to life. After witnessing the raising of the dead man, everyone was convinced
that the Life-giving Cross had been found.



Christians came in a huge crowds to venerate the Holy Cross, beseeching Saint Makarios to
lift the Cross, so that those far off could see it. Then the Patriarch and other spiritual leaders lifted
the Holy Cross, and the people prostrated themselves before the Honorable Wood, saying “Lord
have mercy." This solemn event occurred in the year 326.

During the discovery of the Life-giving Cross another miracle took place: a woman who was
close to death was healed by the shadow of the Holy Cross. The elderly Jude (October 28) and
other Jews believed in Christ and were baptized. Jude was given the name Kyriakos, and later he
was consecrated as the Bishop of Jerusalem. He suffered a martyr’s death for Christ during the
reign of Emperor Julian the Apostate (361-363).

Saint Helen took part of the Life-giving Wood and nails with her to Constantinople. Saint
Constantine ordered a majestic and spacious church to built at Jerusalem in honor of the
Resurrection of Christ, also including under its roof the Life-giving Tomb of the Lord and
Golgotha. The church was built in ten years. Saint Helen did not survive until the dedication of the
church, she reposed in the year 327. The church was consecrated on September 13, 335. On the
following day, September 14, the festal celebration of the Exaltation of the Honorable and Life-
giving Cross was established.

Another event connected to the Cross of the Lord is remembered also on this day: its return
to Jerusalem from Persia after a fourteen year captivity. During the reign of the Byzantine Emperor
Phokas (602-610) the Persian king Khozrégs II attacked Constantinople defeated the Greek army,
plundered Jerusalem, capturing both the Life-giving Cross of the Lord and the Holy Patriarch
Zachariah (609-633).

The Cross remained in Persia for fourteen years, and only under Emperor Herakleios (610-
641), who defeated Khozré€s and concluded peace with his successor and son Syroes, was the
Lord's Cross returned to the Christians.

With great solemnity the Life-giving Cross was transferred to Jerusalem. Emperor
Herakleios, wearing a crown and his royal purple garments carried the Cross of Christ. The
Emperor was accompanied by Patriarch Zachariah. At the gates by which they ascended Golgotha,
the Emperor stopped suddenly and was unable to proceed. The holy Patriarch explained to the
Emperor that an Angel of the Lord was blocking his way. Herakleios was told to remove his royal
trappings and to walk barefoot, since He Who bore the Cross for the salvation of the world had
made His way to Golgotha in all humility. Then Herakleios donned plain clothes, and without
further hindrance, carried the Cross of Christ into the church.

In a sermon on the Exaltation of the Cross, Saint Andrew of Crete (July 4) says: “The Cross
is exalted, and everything true is gathered together, the Cross is exalted, and the city makes solemn,
and the people celebrate the feast.



